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The Boxford Board of Health, with the full support of the Boxford Board of
Selectmen, today condemned as a health hazard all operations involving the
storage and use of salt from the Massachusetts' Highway salt shed facility on
Topsfield Road in Boxford.

At 9:30 am this morning, Boxford Health Agent Kendell Quarles posted a condemned
notice on the facility, prohibiting the movement of salt and other deicing materials into or
out of the salt shed facility. Barriers were set in place by the Boxford DPW to prevent
the entry of salt trucks into the facility. Boxford police were on site to enforce the Order.

Acting under the authority granted by state law (Chapter 111), the Boxford Board of
Health has determined that a potential health hazard exists from drinking water
contaminated by salt from the salt shed and associated operations. As a result, the
Board has condemned the Boxford salt shed site and prohibited its further use.

The salt shed and salt truck loading and distribution operations from the Topsfield Road
site have resulted in the contamination of at least 30 private wells in Boxford, resulting

in sodium concentrations which exceed state and federal safe water guidelines by 15
times or more. The failure by Mass Highway to replace the contaminated wells led to
the Board of Health action. The Board of Health sees no other resolution to the problem
except the removal of the salt shed and operations from Boxford. Removal of the source
of contamination should, with time, allow the high salt in the groundwater feeding the
wells to disappear.

High salt water is a health risk for persons with cardiovascular conditions and high blood
pressure. High salt intake has also been implicated as causing ulcers, osteoporosis
(loss of bone density in women), stomach cancer, edema (water retention), and
heartburn. High salt content water can be irritating to skin making it unusable for






